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Hastings Catholic Schools Family Participation Plan (FPP) 
School Year 2019-2020 

Research for the document below was completed during the 2015-2016 school year. 

 

 

                                             

 

Introduction 
 

Since 1912, the primary apostolate of the Catholic parishes in Hastings, Nebraska has been to provide Catholic schools for the 

youth of the community. Each generation has embraced this work with dedication and sacrifice, recognizing that Catholic 

schools are the best means of sharing the faith with children and preparing them for service to the Church and the community. 

During his visit to Our Lady Queen of Angels Catholic School in New York City in 2015, Pope Francis addressed the 

New York City children with these words: “How nice it is to feel that school is a second home. This is not only important 

for you, but also for your families.  School then ends up being one big family. One where, together with our mothers and 

fathers, our grandparents, our teachers and friends, we learn to help one another, to share our good qualities, to give the 

best of ourselves, to work as a team and to pursue our dreams.” 

 

Our Holy Father’s words express the hope and possibility we are pursuing with an organized program: we dream of our 

children, formed in faith, knowledge and service, ready to take their place in our community and Church. We model and 

achieve this dream by sharing the gift of ourselves through active participation in school activities. This effort creates the 

family community we seek, offers participation to everyone, builds friendships and creates the environment that is the 

hallmark of Catholic schools: together we form our children in the Lord. 

  

Research from 2015-2016 School Year: Our participation enhances the financial support of Catholic parishioners, parents, 

and community donors. Revenues generated and costs saved by working at activities amounts to about 11% of the 

school’s annual budget. The chart below outlines the typical revenues generated by these efforts. These efforts directly 

reduce the assessment of tuition and fees for a child’s education in Hastings Catholic Schools. Family participation is 

understood as a necessary and integral component of the financial management of the school and of a family’s share in the 

gift of Catholic education received from the Church and the Hastings community. The family’s donation of time for the 

good of the school community is critical to the Catholic education of each family’s children. The following policy details 

the guidelines for activity worker requirements at Hastings Catholic Schools.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HCS Expenses 2015-2016 

Salaries & Single Coverage Health Ins.                          $2,564,528 79% 

Instructional and Operational $512,033 16% 

Capital Improvements $175,000 5% 

Total Expenses $3,251,561  100% 

 

 

HCS Enrollment & Cost per Student 2015-2016 

Present Enrollment            463 

HCS Revenue Sources 2015-2016 

Parish Assessments (St. Michael’s & St. Cecilia’s) $1,608,096 49% 

Tuition and Fees $545,045 17% 

St. Michael’s Parish Assistance $18,050 1% 

St. Cecilia’s Parish Assistance $48,370 1.5% 

School Fundraising Opportunities $346,000 10.5% 

Annual Appeal $240,000 7% 

Donor $210,000 7% 

Endowment Income  $236,000 7% 

Total Revenue $3,251,561    100% 
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Cost Per Student          $7,050 

Parish Gift to the Family per Child        ($3,430) 

Volunteer Contribution per Child (School 

Fundraising Opportunities) 
       ($750) 

Annual Appeal and Donor Contribution per Child        ($970) 

Endowment Contribution per Child        ($510) 

Average Cost per Child to Family (Tuition/Fees)         $1,200 

Total Gift to Families per Child from the Parish 

and School Fundraising 
     $5,850 

 

 

Family Participation Plan Opportunities  
 

Our Hastings Catholic Schools have been built in large part upon the strong history of its families participating and supporting 

our various activities. The school relies upon the participants to build a sense of community and to help keep tuition affordable 

for our school families. The opportunities at the school are organized as follows:   

 

1) School Fundraising Opportunities 

 Hastings Catholic Activities Association (HCAA) Activities 

o Gate (Admissions/Tickets at Games, Special Events and Fairgrounds) 

o Program Advertising Revenues (STC Activity Program and Poster) 

o Chicken Noodle Dinner 

o Concessions (at all Varsity Games, Rodeos and Fair) 

o Fairgrounds Events (Liquor Sales) (at Rodeos, Fair and Fairgrounds rented events) 

o Pickle Cards 

o Bluehawk Calendar Sales 

 Bazaar 

 B.L.U.E. 

 Grand Bag 

 Salad Luncheon 

 

2) School Hosted Activity Opportunities 

 Football (Chain, Clock, Announcer, Etc.) 

 Volleyball (Line Judge, Clock, Etc.) 

 Basketball (Clock, Announcer, Stats, Etc.) 

 

3) School Betterment Opportunities 

 Unity Board and Committees 

 Home Schools Association (HSA) 

 Alumni Board 

 HCAA Board 

  

4) Specific Beneficiary Student Activity Opportunities 

 Band Boosters 

 Teens for Life 

 FBLA 

 Walk for Life 

 Speech 

 Drama 

 Cheerleaders 

 Others 

 

5) Parish Involvement Opportunities 

 See St. Cecilia’s, St. Michael’s, or other attending Parishes for more information 
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School Fundraising Opportunities 
 

The School Fundraising Opportunities generate funds that go directly into the Hastings Catholic Schools annual budget.  

Without these fundraising opportunities, the tuition rates would need to be increased by approximately $750 per student.  The 

majority of these events have been uploaded to our volunteer software program SignUpGenius for families to sign up. Each 

family is responsible for a minimum of four (4) shifts and at least one (1) needs to be a bazaar or chicken noodle dinner 

shift and one (1) needs to be a concession stand, gate or fairgrounds shift. You and your family are not limited to 4 shifts, 

you are encouraged to be active in as many events as you would like. The full schedule of all opportunities can be found at 

www.hastingscatholicschools.org/signup. 

 

The STC High School students will also be participating in the Family Participation Plan. Each high school class is assigned a 

number of games that they will provide three (3) class members to assist with concessions alongside the adult volunteers. The 

STC Student Council and Class Representatives will be responsible for working with their respective class to fill their 

assignments. Parents of these student will be notified when their child signs-up. 

 
When selecting times, please be conscience of your student(s) activities as well. We want everyone to have the opportunity to 

watch their child participate. Families will have until Monday, September 16 to sign up for their shifts online.  The school 

administration will start contacting families who have not signed-up to work together to find them shifts that fit their schedule 

on Monday, September 23. Families are required to cover their shifts.  If you are unable to cover your shift, YOU are 

responsible for finding a replacement. You can “swap” your shift on SignUpGenius with your replacement at 

www.hastingscatholicschool.org/signup. After arranging your replacement, please contact the Nevrivy Center at  

402-462-6566 or hauli-sabatka@cdolinc.net with this information. They will update the Master Schedule. 
 

SignUpGenius will email reminders to those volunteers listed for the upcoming activities and the school will make reminder 

calls, emails and text messages. Many families will be asked to assist at additional activities throughout the year. We ask that 

you prayerfully continue to assist the school with these activities whenever possible. 

 

 

School Fundraising Opportunity 2015-2016 Hours Invested Funds Raised for School 

HCAA ($86,000 goes to School Budget.  Balance 

goes to support School activities) 
 

 

    Gate Admissions 450 $45,600 

    Advertising Revenue 150 $8,900 

    Chicken Noodle Dinner 850 $20,400 

    Concessions 1200 $15,600 

    Fairgrounds 1800 $39,200 

    Fireworks 230 $5,900 

    Pickle Cards 100 $6,100 

    Calendar Sales 60 $7,700 

Bazaar 700 $40,100 

BLUE 1750 $250,000 

Grand Bag 275 $6,600 

Salad Luncheon 80 $2,200 

   

   

 

 

School Hosted Activity Opportunities 
 

The School Hosted Activities are essential for our school to host athletic events. The behind the scenes efforts are often taken 

for granted, but they play a very valuable role for our school. These workers not only aid in helping these athletic events 

function efficiently, but also save the school money by not having to hire others to perform these tasks. Assisting with these 

activities will count as credit towards the shifts required mentioned above.   

 

 

http://www.hastingscatholicschools.org/signup
http://www.hastingscatholicschool.org/signup
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School Betterment Opportunities 
 

The School Betterment Opportunities do not directly impact the financial status of the school, but are essential for its operation 

and contribute to our school’s culture. The Unity Board is a joint leadership team consisting of school community 

representatives and the school and Parish (STC & STM) Clergy and Administrators. The Unity Board and Committees looks at 

the school’s Finances, Facilities, Faith, Enrollment and Marketing, as well as the overall school experience. The Board also 

assists the Chief Administrative Officer of the schools in his duties by providing advice and by serving as a communication link 

between the Administration and the school community.   

 

The Home School Association (HSA) is part of the St. Michael’s Elementary School Parent and Teacher network. The HSA 

provides support to teachers and strengthens the school’s culture.  

 

The Alumni Board works with the Advancement Office to create a lifelong and worldwide community of alumni through 

increased opportunities for meaningful engagement in order to increase awareness, pride, participation, volunteer involvement, 

and philanthropic commitment to Hastings Catholic Schools.  

 

Hastings Catholic Activities Association (HCAA) Activities works with the Athletic Director to support the Hastings Catholic 

School by promoting excellence in activities by developing a coordinated effort among various programs. They develop 

enthusiastic support among students, parents, players, participants and the community of the Hastings Catholic Schools through 

fundraising efforts. 

 

It is strongly encouraged for each family to engage in these School Betterment Opportunities to further strengthen our school 

system for these and all future students. 

 

Specific Beneficiary Student Activity Opportunities 
 

Hastings Catholic Schools affords students the opportunities to participate in various extra-curricular activities. Several of these 

activity groups have various fundraising opportunities that directly benefit those students involved in specific activities. The 

parents of the students involved in these activities are encouraged to assist with these events so their children see the benefit of 

the funds generated.   

 

Parish Involvement Opportunities 
 

It is important for Hastings Catholic School families to be involved and stay involved in their Parish.  St. Michael’s and St. 

Cecilia’s Parishes provide extensive support to the school in many ways. These two Parishes currently provide 

approximately 50% of the funds needed to operate the school and educate the students. They also provide spiritual 
support and are the cornerstone for our Catholic Community in Hastings. Families are strongly encouraged to give of their 

time and talents at their parish and contribute to the parish community. Please contact your parish for more details on parish 

stewardship.    

 

Tracking 
 

Each school family shall be responsible for working in the activity outlined earlier. The school will manage the activity 

database and schedule and will track family participation on the SignUpGenius software at 

www.hastingscatholicschools.org/signup. The school will document the attendance for the required events and this will be 

reported to the school administration.   

 

If you have any questions, comments or ideas, please contact us at 402-462-6566 or hauli-sabatka@cdolinc.net. 

 

Thank You 
 

Once again, the school relies heavily on the work of their families and supporters. Many that assist are parishioners or community 

members that do not have a child in the school system. The school would like to extend a sincere Thank You to all those who 

have and will assist to benefit the students at Hastings Catholic Schools. We ask that you also thank those that work and participate 

alongside you. 

http://www.hastingscatholicschools.org/signup

