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At their Class Picnic, Seniors created a
BE ONE themed collaborative piece of 

art to display at STC this year.

Kindergarten Teacher, Jessica 
Walston, earned her Masters degree 

with the help of last year’s class.
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Bonds were strengthened during 
the St. Michael’s House Sorting 

Ceremony on August 23.

Dear Friends, 

Be One. This is our Hastings Catholic 
School Community theme and 
goal for the 2019-2020 school year.  
Christ calls us to unite and prays for 
us before he ascended into Heaven: 

“Holy Father, keep them in your 
name that you have given me, so 
that they may be one just as we are 
(one).” John 17:11

We are, in reality, one Body in Christ.  
He is the Head, and we are the 
Members of His mystical Body, the 
Church.  It is by coming together as 
one that we become stronger.  There 
are times when certain forces seek 
to dis-integrate us, or break us and 
pull us apart, not wanting us to be 
whole and united.  

In this year where we are called to 
Be One, to be a genuine community 
of faith, let us strive to be the 
change we want to see, by building 

each other up and encouraging one 
another.  The communal dimension 
of our school is rooted in the 
Eucharist, Jesus Christ, who ‘binds 
us’ together, and who builds us up.  
Just as a bundle of sticks cannot be 
broken, an individual stick is easily 
broken.  In response to Christ’s 
prayer that we be Be One, may 
we unite as a school community, 
encouraging one another and 
building each other up on our 
journey to our eternal home.

Our 2019-2020 scripture verse from 
the letter to the Philippians which 
will be used to help us stay focused, 
speaks to this:   

If there is any encouragement 
in Christ, any solace in love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any 
compassion and mercy, complete 
my joy by being of the same mind, 
with the same love, united in heart, 
thinking one thing.  Do nothing out 
of selfishness or out of vainglory; 
rather, humbly regard others as 
more important than yourselves, 
each looking out not for his own 
interests, but everyone for those of 
others.  Philippians 2:1-4 

May God bless our HCS 
Community to Be One.
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PROPER T Y REMOVAL PROJEC T 
The Hastings Catholic Schools Foundation is raising funds to assist in removing a 

property that the school/church owns that is no longer in rental property condition. 

If you are interested in assisting with this project, please contact Hauli Sabatka or

Fr. Brouillette at the Nevrivy Center at 402-462-6566.

HCS YEARLY 
FUNDRAISING 

OPPOR TUNITIES

I was excited to hear the Be One theme 
and goal for this 2019-2020 school year. 
In the fundraising world, I am blessed to 
see people coming together in unity for 
the needs of our Catholic school commu-
nity. Day after day, you continue to show 
up. Parents, past-parents, parishioners, 
alumni, donors, friends, day after day 
continue to show up for our students and 
our school.

I was on a call with a parent and busi-
ness owner this past May, and after our 
opening small talk, they said, “Well, what 
does the school need?” We laughed to-
gether when I said, “Why do you assume 
we need something? Can’t I just call to 
check-in?” But we both knew that the 
school was in need, and that was why I 
was calling. 

Our HCS Foundation Fiscal Year ended 
on June 30.  With your support, we were 
able to reach our Annual Appeal goal of 
$300,000. This summer, over 315 volun-
teer shifts were covered by our Catholic 
School Community for various school 
events and at the Adams County Fair. 

Jesus was approached by a disciple who 
asked him to teach them to pray as John 
taught his disciples.  In Luke 11:9-10:  
“And I tell you, ask and you will receive; 
seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you. For everyone 
who asks, receives; and the one who 
seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, 
the 

door will be opened.”

Time and time again, each of you and our 
school community, live out these words 
from our Lord. You continue to help us 
receive when we ask; you continue to 
find when we are seeking; you continue 
to open when we knock. 

As we begin the new school year and as 
our new HCS Foundation fiscal year gets 
underway, another year of growth and 
opportunity awaits us; a new year filled 
with opportunities and excitement as we 
continue to Be One together. 

October
 Annual Appeal Kick-off 

(goal June 30, 2020)

November
Bazaar Donations & 

Chicken Noodle Dinner

December
Calendar Year End Giving

January-March
 B.L.U.E. Corporate 

Donations and Auction 
Donations

March
B.L.U.E. Event and 

B.L.U.E. Special Ask

May
Give Hastings Day (for 

Technology needs at HCS)

June
Annual Appeal Final 
Month to Reach Goal

Always
additional personalized 
giving opportunities are 

available to help you 
reach your donor wishes 
and possible tax needs 
(for today and in legacy 

estate gifts.)

BE  ONE  |   #AG2G
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As part of the “House 
System” at St. Michael’s 
each student is paired 

with a Prayer Buddy 
from another grade. 

Kindergartners are paired 
with 3rd Graders, 1st 

Graders are paired with 
4th Graders, and 2nd 

Graders are paired with 
5th Graders.

In the photo above 2nd 
Graders meet their Prayer 

Buddies for the first 
time! The 2nd Graders 

shared an “All About Me” 
project that they’ve been 
working on with their 5th 
Grade buddy. All students 

were able to begin 
building relationships 

with their new buddies 
for the year.

Dear Friends,

Philippians Chapter Two begins, “If there is any encouragement in Christ, 

any solace in love, any participation in the Spirit, any compassion and 

mercy…”  The remainder of the verse is about unity, “being of the same 

mind, with the same love, united in heart, thinking one thing.”  This 

year we are concentrating on courage and unity.  We have chosen, after 

much prayer, to concentrate on this, and the following, bible verse.  

The definition of courage that I like is, “the ability to do something 

that frightens one.”  I like this definition because if we are honest with 

ourselves, there are a lot of things we have to do in life that frighten 

us.  God, our Father, always draws us out of our comfort zones because 

He is drawing us to Himself.  In the spiritual life there is no neutral, we 

are either drawing closer to God or pulling further away.  The steps to 

grow closer to God is growing in prayer, virtue, and in our Catholic faith.  

However, these steps might frighten us, but together, united as one we 

are able to grow deeper in our relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Throughout the year I would like our families to discuss questions 
centered on courage and unity.  Here are a few questions you might 
find helpful to discuss at the kitchen table or in the car on the way to 
an activity.

Fr. Patrick Peyton, a priest from Ireland, is the author of the famous 

phrase, “The family that prays together, stays together.”  Let us continue to 

pray with and for one another. 

Mary, Queen of Families, pray for us.

Have you ever been frightened to 
do something that needed done?  

How did you achieve the task? 

Did you pray about it?  

Is there a time when you received 
extra courage from the Holy 
Spirit?
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Thank you for  helping provide Cathol ic  educat ion!

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 2019


