
 

 

 

 
Friday, March 13, 2020 
 
 
Dear HCS Family, 
 
 

We are continuing to monitor the coronavirus situation and are in close communications with the 
South Heartland District Health Department, Adams Central Public Schools, Hastings Public 
Schools, and the Educational Service Unit #9 (ESU#9).  For your reference, ESU#9 serves 
Adams, Clay, Hamilton, southern Hall, Nuckolls, and Webster counties.   
 
At this point in time there will be no change to the status of St. Michael’s Elementary or St. 
Cecilia Middle/High School.  Some activity cancelations have occurred.  Please check the 
calendars on our website (www.HastingsCatholicSchools.org) and watch your email and social 
media for updates.   
 
As Governor Ricketts stated this morning in his press conference 
(https://governor.nebraska.gov/videos), community spread will be a determining factor when 
considering closing school districts.  Community spread is when confirmed cases of coronavirus 
are unable to be traced to their source.  Each Service Unit area will be judged separately.  For 
instance if there are two confirmed cases in Omaha, schools may be called to close whereas if 
one case is confirmed in our Service Unit, school closings may be recommended.  If closing is 
enforced, length may range from an estimated 6 to 8 weeks.  At any point school administration 
may choose to close regardless of community spread qualifiers set forth by the Governor. 
 
You may have heard news that Lincoln Public Schools recently announced closure through next 
week.  The difference in length of closing is because they are doing so out of an abundance of 
precaution rather than due to the community spread criteria.   
    
Although HCS will remain open for the time being, we encourage you to create a plan for your 
family in case we must be closed for any length of time.  Also, we would like to urge you to keep 
an eye out for your neighbors, families, and friends.  It will be important that we stick together 
through this unprecedented time.  For some of our community members it may be highly risky to 
venture outside of their homes to purchase groceries, medicine, etc.  It may also be very difficult 
for parents who must continue working to find childcare.  Please lend a hand where you are able.   
 

http://www.hastingscatholicschools.org/
https://governor.nebraska.gov/videos


Moving forward, we will continue communications with Adams Central Public Schools, 
Hastings Public Schools, the South Heartland District Health Department and ESU#9.   
Our administration will also meet multiple times per week throughout the duration of the 
pandemic to discuss steps moving forward including decisions regarding B.L.U.E.  By early next 
week a decision on whether or not to host B.L.U.E. as scheduled will be made.    
 
Once again, for more information visit: 

South Heartland District Health Department - www.southheartlandhealth.org. 
Department of Health & Human Services – Nebraska - http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention - http://www.cdc.gov/covid19  

 
Lastly, but most importantly, we should hold our faith close and allow that to give this situation 
some perspective.  Remember, God the Father will not forget about us and will strengthen us 
during this time.  Please see the attached prayer and consider praying it with your families.   
 
 
 
In Christ, 
 
Fr. Tom Brouillette    Mrs. Sandy VanCura   Mrs. Carrie Rasmussen 
Chief Administrative Officer  6-12 Principal   PK-5 Principal  
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