
 

 

 

 

March 15, 2020 

Dear Hastings Catholic Schools Families, 
 
In light of the outbreak of the coronavirus and the uncertainty it is causing across our nation, 
state and community during this unprecedented time, we will not have school March 16-20.  
Hastings Public Schools, Adams Central Public School, Kearney Public Schools, Grand Island 
Public Schools, and Grand Island’s private schools, including Grand Island Central Catholic, 
have also closed for this coming week.   
 
Faculty will report Monday and Tuesday to discuss plans for learning for the week.  Practices, 
rehearsals, meetings, and other school activities are canceled for this week.  As our facilities will 
be closed to parents, students and outside groups, there may be a possibility that the schools will 
be open for a determined amount of time to allow for students to pick up materials for their 
continued learning plan.  More information will follow on this topic after faculty meets as a 
group. 
 
Mrs. VanCura will communicate to parents regarding Prom, and Father Hazuka and Father 
Kubat will communicate to us regarding Confirmation.  Communications regarding the B.L.U.E. 
event will also be made public within the next couple of days.  We would like to note that of this 
moment we are not being required by the state to close but we feel it is our social responsibility 
to help flatten the curve of virus spread so as not put those most vulnerable at risk and thereby 
overwhelm the health system.   We hope that you will do the same by keeping your children 
home during shutdown. 
 
St. Michael’s Childcare will be open Monday and Tuesday and we will reevaluate the following 
days with regard to childcare.  If you do need childcare, please email Heather Nabower at 
heather-nabower@cdolinc.net.  We encourage our families to take the next couple of days to 
create a plan for childcare in the case that we are no longer able to provide an option.  
 
If you are serving on a Strategic Pillar Team, it’s optional to cancel your Strategic Planning 
Pillar team meeting.  Mike Schaefer, chair of the Unity Board will send a note regarding 
tomorrow’s planned board meeting.   
 
We will continue to work with local and state education and health officials as we move forward.  
Thank you for your support during this difficult time.  Your patience and cooperation allows us 
to take preventative measures now that will help us to take care of those most vulnerable in this 
situation.   
 

mailto:heather-nabower@cdolinc.net


For updates and other resources please visit www.HastingsCatholicSchools.org/parents.  You 
may also follow Hastings Catholic Schools on social media for info.  A list of brief Q&A is 
listed on the next page for your reference.  We will continue to update you weekly if not daily. 
 
God Bless, 
 
Father Brouillette 
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Hastings Catholic Schools Coronavirus Q & A 

To help our families navigate this situation and make educated decisions we will be compiling 
questions that arise.  We will answer these to the best of our ability and will post them at 
www.HastingsCatholicSchools.org/parents.  Please refer to this webpage for additional info. 

 

Q:  What type of learning will happen during shutdown? 

A:   At this time we ask you to hold tight and know that a formalized plan is on the way.  Many 
discussions have taken place in preparation and after faculty/administration meetings on 
Monday and Tuesday a formalized plan will be sent out to our families.   

 

Q:   Will days missed because of the shutdown need to bemade up or will my child be 
penalized for not attending classes? 

A:    According to the Commissioner of the Nebraska Department of Education during a Zoom 
conference meeting on Sunday, March 15, schools/students will not be required to make up 
missed days.  Students will not be penalized for this forced inconvenience of the learning 
schedule. 
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