
STC NURSING PROGRAM OFFERING A HEALTHY HEAD START
New High School Nurse's Aid Certification Program is giving STC students greater advantage

After returning from Christmas 
break, five students walked into 
fifth period eager to begin work 
with a brand new, never-before 
offered class at St. Cecilia.  Under 
instruction by Nurse Kyla Lindeque, 
Carlos Buenos, Gali Pedroza, Paige 
Jacobi, Chloe McCauley and Ash-
lyn Ziemba will be the first group 
to work towards early Nurse Aid 
certification.  

The idea of bringing the Nurse Aid 
program to STC came to Nurse 
Lindeque after discussing the 
success of the program while at a 
conference last summer.  She saw 
the class as a way to offer a unique 

and beneficial program to the stu-
dents as well as allow her more time 
to share her passion for healthcare 
with students.  Nurse Lindeque said 
that currently this program is only 
being offered at two high schools in 
the area; one in Grand Island and 
one in Superior.  She said she sees 
this program as yet another way 
that Hastings Catholic Schools may 
give our students an advantage after 
graduation.  

After earning her Teaching Certifi-
cate, and receiving approval for the 
class from HCS administration, the 
Nebraska Department of Education, 
the State of Nebraska and the Di-

ocese of Lincoln, Nurse Lindeque 
was ready to hit the ground run-
ning.  Before doing so, the program 
needed equipment.  After collecting 
the majority of the supplies needed 
through donations, including two 
hospital beds from Central Com-
munity College - Hastings Campus 
valued at $4,500 each, everything 
was in place.  

The Nurse Aid class allows students 
to study through bookwork, work-
sheets and hands-on lab experiences 
to earn proficiencies in Activities of 
Daily Living.  These skills include 
a wide variety of activities that are 
meant to improve the overall quality 
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of life for those who are in need of 
medical care.  Students will study 
and must pass lessons on nutrient/
food care plans, ambulation, bed 
baths, intake and output monitor-
ing, lift techniques (physical and 
electric) and taking, measuring, and 
reporting on vitals such as blood 
pressure and heart rates.  

Lindeque said the role of the 
Nurse's Aid is extremely important 
because they are the nurse's eyes 
and ears, directly interacting with 
the patient more frequently than 
other medical professionals.

Students within the program must 
complete 80 hours of classroom 
and lab work to be eligible to test 
for their NA, formerly titled CNA.  
Students meet for an extended 
amount of time; a combination of 
their lunch and fifth period class.  
Approximately 30 minutes of in-
class bookwork is completed each 
week while the rest is hands-on labs 
and testing with the medical man-
nequins.  

The class not only focuses on the 

technical aspects of the medical 
field but also the social "bedside 
manner" portion of the career.

"Treating them like a person and 
not just something to take care of 
is something we focus on here," 
Lindeque said.  "They are someone's 
grandmother, mother, daughter, sis-
ter.  We teach students to genuinely 
care about every person."

In order to work on their patient-
interactions, Lindeque requires 
students to communicate with the 
mannequins, asking how they are 
doing, explaining the tasks they are 
completing and other general con-
versation pieces.  Communication is 
not the only intangible that is being 
discussed in this class.

Being able to share a spiritual aspect 
in the lessons is also a huge benefit 
to the overall future success of our 
students, Lindeque said.  

"They have to be able to lean on 
God and take care of themselves.

It's incredibly important to be able 
to hand things up to God.  Nurse 
fatigue is a big reason we don't have 
enough nurses."

NA students are seeing additional 
benefits of the program being of-
fered at STC.  

"There's a bigger advantage here 
because you get a lot of one-on-one 
time so whenever you have a ques-
tion, you don't have to wait forever 
to get help from a teacher because 
they have a bunch of other students 
to help first.  We have the time to 
practice our skills because its a 
smaller class so we get things done 
quicker," Pedroza, one of the Juniors 
in the program, said.

Lindeque agrees that the class, 
leading to NA certification, will 
give STC graduates early access to 
the healthcare field.  NA certifi-
cation is a requirement to get into 
Nursing School and many schools 
prefer that students work with the 
certification in the field before 
applying for Nursing School.  By 
starting the testing and certification 
process as juniors and seniors, our 
students will have a jump start and 
be able to work in the industry even 
before graduation, giving them an 
advantage over other students just 
starting their certification after high 
school graduation.

Bueno said that he chose to partic-
ipate in the course because of this 
fact.  He signed up for the class so 
he can use it as a stepping stone to 
get into the medical field.  Bueno 
plans to pursue his Nurse Practi-
tioners license in the future.  

"These teenagers are amazing kids.  
They're dedicated kids and that is 
such a joy for me," Lindeque said of 
her students.  "I can't wait for them 
to be part of the healthcare field be-
cause they are going to be amazing."  

Lindeque spoke of the shortage of 
nurses and looks forward to offering 
this course again in the spring of 
2021 to help combat the shortage.  

Although this year's program has 
been affected by the COVID-19 
school closure, plans for summer 
classes are being made so that 
students may reach their 80 hour 
requirement.  
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Fr. Thomas Brouillette
Chief Administrative Officer

Fr.Tom-Brouillette@cdolinc.net

ResurrectionResurrection

Dear Friends,

In the resurrection account in Luke’s gospel, Jesus 
said to the apostles (and now to us), “Why are you 
troubled?  And why do questions arise in your 
hearts?”

Lord, we are troubled and question because we 
are unsure, afraid, disappointed, at times even 
crushed by loss, as were your apostles, with the 
pandemic.  They were afraid of what was to 
come and afraid that they might be next in the 
crucifixion line if the elders had their way.  We 
cannot touch you like your apostles did, but we 
do have faith that you will see us through- that 
You promised, and we trust your promise, even in 
times of trouble.  We are also nourished by Your 
Easter sacrament of Holy Communion- true food 
for the journey- the bread of life.

This time has been disappointing for our seniors, 
our underclassmen, and all of our students k-12.  
The crowning event of this school year will be 
Commencement for the Senior Class, which is 
now delayed.  They also missed out on Prom, 
Track, One Act and District Music competition.  I 
thank the Seniors for the contributions they have 
made to our school and for your support as their 
parents, benefactors and friends.  As they go forth 
from the halls of St. Cecilia, we send them with 
God’s blessing to protect them- they need it, and 
we wish them the best.  We ask them to continue 
pursuing the person and the face of Christ.  This 
will ensure their journey to the other side will be 
through safe passage, if they are willing to take 
that road less traveled. 

It is also the time to thank the Faculty and Staff 

for all of their 
contributions to the 
2019-2020 school 
year.  There are many 
sacrifices they make 
to ensure all of our 
students receive 
what they need for 
advancing to the 
next level in their 
education.

eBLUE was a great success, and we could not be 
more grateful for your generosity and help.  
The Annual Appeal stands at $205,000.  We 
need to get to $300,000 by June 30 to make our 
Appeal Goal and a Balanced Budget for the school 
year 2019-20.  If you have not yet been able to 
contribute to the Appeal, please pray about it.  I 
know in our crisis it will not be possible for some 
who have regularly given to the Appeal.  

The School Community continues working on the 
Strategic Plan for our next five year period.  The 
Unity Board, very much a part of the Strategic 
Plan, has been working on a number of initiatives 
for our school.  

Finally, as we continue to work to Be One, the 
specific manner we do that now is to Be One 
in Mind.  We do that by ‘taking on’ the mind of 
Christ.  This is done by thinking what He wants 
us to think, by assimilating our thoughts and 
therefore our actions, to His thoughts, and His 
actions.  What does Christ think, and what does 
He want us to ‘think’?  That we are safe, that we 
do not need to be troubled, that the questions 
that arise in our hearts will be dispelled by the 
knowledge of His Resurrection, that He is alive 
and with us.  Peace be with you.   

HCS News |  L INKS
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CELEBRATING OUR SENIORS
We are so ver y  proud of  our  Class  of  2020 and their  accompl ishments !   

Thank you for  your  dedicat ion to  Hast ings  Cathol ic  S chools  over  the 

years.   You have given l i fe  to  our  culture,  our  bond,  and our  spir i t .  

God bless  you and your  future  endeavors !   #weloveourstudents

100%
of the senior class has 

been accepted to and 

plans on attending 

colleges/universities

When our seniors complete their years at STC, they can go forward with confidence into the future. 

For they have been formed to be witnesses to the Faith and will remember the spiritual formation 

received at St. Cecilia long after they have forgotten basic math formulas and correct punctuation!  

Some of their memories will include:

All-school Mass twice a week

Penance services throughout the year    

56% of the senior class 
completed a TEC retreat

Holy Hours on Wednesday nights

30% participated in the Gallup, 

New Mexico, mission trip 

AG2G (All Glory to God)       

Annual student retreats 

53% participated in either the  
Washington, D.C. March for Life or the 
Nebraska Walk for Life in Lincoln, or 
both!

E N C O U N T E R  C H R I S T ,  G R O W  i n  K N O W L E D G E ,  a n d  B E C O M E  C H R I S T I A N  W I T N E S S E S
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$2.7
MILLION

earned in scholarship 

dollars by the Class of 

2020 to-date

81%
of the senior class 

engaged in dual college 

credit opportunities

63%
of the seniors had ACT 

scores exceeding both 

state and national levels!

53%
of the senior class 

was inducted into the 

National Honor Society

WHY DO YOU RECOMMEND STC?

The community.  Our 
community here is 

so great because we 
are a Christ-centered 

people.

The teachers are 
very understanding 

and very helpful.  
The students are 

very welcoming and 
the community is 

wonderful.

A good education 
paired with a 

strengthening of faith.

I have become strongly 
influenced by devout 
Catholics and I have 
been taught to work 

hard for all that I want 
to accomplish.

The opportunity 
to grow in your 

relationship with God 
everyday for 13 years!

STC gives you the 
opportunity to build 
on your faith and be 
surrounded by those 
who want the same 

experience.  STC is an 
inclusive, faith-based 
community that will 
help you reach your 

spiritual goals.

STC has a great 
community support 

system.

We are one big family.

“We are 
ONE family, 

strengthened 
by God.”

WHAT WAS THE BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON 

YOUR SPIRITUAL FORMATION AT STC?

Holy hours and 

religion classes really 

give you a true idea of 

what being a Catholic 

truly means and how 

to defend your faith 

once you get in the 

"real world."  Priests 

are also great to talk 

to when you need help 

spiritually.  In retreats 

and holy hours, take 

the time to talk to 

God and be in quiet 

meditation.  

Every little thing STC 

has done spiritually 

for us has affected 

me and my spiritual 

formation.  I can't 

choose just one, I'd 

have to give credit to 

everything.  Through 

all these experiences 

and time with Jesus 

I've learned how to 

make my relationship 

with Jesus my own and 

that's the best gift I'll 

ever be given.

The religion classes I 

have taken have been 

the biggest influence 

because they have 

taught me church 

history, how to defend 

my faith, and how to 

grow in my faith.

Mass and Religion class 

because they were my 

foundation to get to 

know God.
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FA C U LT Y  &  S TA F F  A P P R E C I AT I O N

M I L E S T O N E  A N N I V E R S A R I E S   |   G O D  B L E S S  O U R  H C S  FA M I LY
All  of  us at  Hastings Catholic  Schools would l ike to take t ime to extend our appreciation to the teachers 

and staff  of  Hastings Catholic  Schools.   They have touched the l ives and hear ts  of  many students and fami-
l ies.   I t  is  our hope to reschedule the Celebration Mass with coffee and rol ls  later  this  summer.  

DOROTHY PELSTER  |  45 Years
Mrs. Dorothy Pelster (Assistant Daycare Director) has 42 

years of teaching experience, many of which teaching 

6th grade at STC and is in her third year in the childcare 

position. Her college education includes a Bachelor's 

degree in Elementary Education with an emphasis in 

English.

KAREN SEKORA  |  25 Years
Mrs. Karen Sekora (Business Office Assistant) has 

worked in the education sector for 25 years and has an 

additional seven years of job experience in the banking 

industry. Her college education includes courses in 

Accounting. Mrs. Sekora enjoyed being a stay-at-home 

mother when her children were small.

DANA FANNING  |  10 Years
Mrs. Dana Fanning (K-5 Music) has 23 years of teaching 

experience with ten of those years as a Music teacher at 

HCS and eight years as a teacher at St. Michael's Parish 

Preschool. Her college education includes a Bachelor's 

degree in Music Education. Mrs. Fanning is very active 

in parish music ministry and has six years of past 

experience as a Children's Music Liturgist.

FR. TOM BROUILLETTE '88 |  10 Years
Fr. Thomas Brouillette (Chief Administrative Officer) has 

21 years of experience in the school setting, ten of those 
at Hastings Catholic Schools. His college education 

includes a Bachelor's degree in Philosophy, a Master's 
degree in Divinity, and another Master's degree in 

Educational Administration. He was ordained a priest of 
Jesus Christ in 1996 and celebrated his first Mass at St. 

Cecilia's Church. Fr. Brouillette has been a pastor for 17 
of the 21 years he has been in the priesthood. 

 Fr. Brouillette is a graduate of Saint Cecilia.
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SANDY VANCURA  |  40 Years
Mrs. Sandy VanCura (6-12 Principal) has 40 years of 
teaching and administration experience, all within 
the Hastings Catholic Schools system. Her college 
education includes a Bachelor's degree in Health, 

Physical Education, and Recreation with an endorsement 
in Health Education. She also holds a Master's degree 

in Educational Administration (Principalship 7-12) with 
an Elementary Principal endorsement. Mrs. VanCura 

has held many positions with HCS over the past 40 
years including teaching PE, Anatomy & Physiology 

and Health, coaching Girls Basketball, Volleyball, 
Track, Conditioning, Cross Country, and sponsoring Pep Club, Quiz Bowl, Teens for Life and the 

Sophomore Class.  Before assuming the 6-12 Principal position, Mrs. VanCura was previously the 
Middle School Assistant Principal for 18 years and the Middle/High School Principal for five years.

L E AV I N G  t h e  B L U E H AW K ' S  N E S T
Our hear ts  are heavy as we say farewell  to our beloved HCS Family members.   Words  cannot  proper ly  demon-

strate  how grateful  we are  to  each of  these indiv iduals  for  their  dedicat ion to  the future  of  our  students 
and our  schools.   Wherever  you land,  you' l l  a lso  be a  BLUEHAWK in  our  hear ts . 

BEV TOBEN  |  14 Years
After 14 years with HCS, Mrs. Toben has retired.   She has 

27 years of experience in the food industry. For 13 years, 

she worked as a cook and server at Holiday Inn before 

coming to HCS.

KEVIN ASHER  |  12 Years
Mr. Kevin Asher (Activities Director and Physical 

Education) has 29 years of teaching experience with 12 
of those years at HCS. His college education includes 

a Bachelor's degree in K-12 Physical Education/Health 
and Elementary Education.  In addition to his teaching 

experience in the Social Studies, PE, and Health subject 
areas, Mr. Asher has taught three years in Beginner 

Spanish and was a Media Specialist for an additional 
three years. He has also been a coach of basketball for 

32 years and of baseball for 33 years. The St. Cecilia 
Boys Basketball teams have won four State Championships (2009, 2010, 2015, and 2016) 

under Mr. Asher's coaching expertise.

Mr. Asher is heading to Wood River to teach PE and take on the Head Boys Basketball Coach role.
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KELSEY KING '06  |  7 Years
Mrs. Kelsey King (Art) has seven years of teaching 
experience at HCS. Her college education includes a 
Bachelor's degree in Fine Arts and a Master's degree in 
Teacher Education. Mrs. King is currently the Student 
Council and Senior Class sponsor and has previously 
coached Middle School Volleyball, Basketball and Track 
and was Head Bowling Coach from 2015-17.  Mrs. King is 
also a 2006 graduate of St. Cecilia High School.  
Mrs. King will be teaching Art at Westridge Middle School 
in Grand Island next fall.

THERA (JONES) FISK  |  6 Years
Mrs. Thera Fisk (Science) has ten years of teaching 

experience, six of those years residing here at HCS. Her 
college education includes a Bachelor's degree in Biology 

and a Master's degree in Natural Science with an emphasis 
in Chemistry. Mrs. Fisk is currently Assistant Junior High 

Track and High School Quiz Bowl coach and previously 
coached Volleyball and Freshman Girls Basketball as well as 

sponsored the Science Fair and Science Camp.
Mrs. Fisk will be teaching Science at Grand Island Senior 

High next fall.  

NANCY ZUBIA  |  4 Years
Ms. Nancy Zubia (Lead Custodian) has approximately ten 

years of job experience in the custodial industry and is 

excited to be in her fourth year at HCS.
Ms. Zubia is moving out of state.

RYAN AMBROSE  |  3 Years
Mr. Ryan Ambrose (MS Math and Coding) has three years 
of prior teaching experience and is currently in his third 

year here at HCS. Mr. Ambrose has also coached Football, 
Boys Basketball, Track and Weights/Conditioning 

during his time at HCS.  His college education includes 
a Bachelor's degree in K-6 Elementary Education. Mr. 

Ambrose has worked with MS students for eight years in 
various capacities as a softball, basketball, and football 

coach.  Mr. Ambrose will be teaching 5th Grade in Axtell 
in the fall.
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CONGRATULATIONS WINTER ACADEMIC ALL-STATE WINNERS

CARSON MORITZ: SpeechCARSON MORITZ: Speech GARRETT PARR: BasketballGARRETT PARR: Basketball TORI THOMAS: BasketballTORI THOMAS: Basketball

LEO BYKERK: SpeechLEO BYKERK: Speech PAUL FAGO: BasketballPAUL FAGO: Basketball CHLOE McCAULEY: BasketballCHLOE McCAULEY: Basketball

CONGRATS STATE CHAMPS!
Congratulations to our back-to-back Girls’ State 

Basketball Championship Team!    They beat out 

Superior (56-43), Crofton (62-60) and Ponca (41-

37) during the State Tournament to earn the sixth 

State Title in program history!  All glory to God 

(#AG2G).  #BEONE

STEVE GLEISBERG  |  2 Years
Mr. Gleisberg (PK-5 Physical Education) graduated from 

Nebraska Wesleyan University with a Bachelor's degree in 
Physical Education. He also received his Master's degree 

in Educational Administration from the University of 
Nebraska at Kearney. Mr. Gleisberg has taught Physical 

Education in the school districts of Orleans, Southern 
Valley, and Amherst. Prior to coming to HCS,he served 13 

years as PK-12 Principal at Medicine Valley in Curtis.
Mr. Gleisberg has accepted a role in administration in 

Chambers.  
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Sandy VanCura
St. Cecilia Middle & 

High School Principal

Sandy-VanCura@cdolinc.net

Dear Parents and Members of 
the Hastings Catholic Schools 
Community: 

Thank you for all you are doing 
as we work together to provide an 
education for your children. This 
has not been easy for any of us, 
and it has to be extremely difficult 
for our parents and students. Even 
though the typical fourth quarter 
presents many challenges with most 
being ready for summer break, I 
think we would all agree that our 
students would love to be in the 
building. I know their teachers 
would much rather see their 
students’ faces in person instead of 
during a Zoom class, an uploaded 
video, or not at all!  

Graduation and Baccalaureate will 
be held in July. Even though we 
can’t celebrate in person during 
the month of May, we are putting 
together virtual celebrations for 

Graduation, High School Honors 
Night, Eighth Grade Promotion, 
and Middle School Honors, to 
name a few of the key events. See 
the next page for a list of events 
that will be celebrated online. 
Students will be asked to contribute 
to these ceremonies by creating 
and submitting a pre-recorded clip 
or sending information to Mrs. 
Wagoner via email. Instructions, 
including deadlines for submission 
of clips and written information, 
will be emailed to students in the 
near future.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to 
your students’ teachers or to me for 
assistance. The further we progress 
in this unique situation, the more 
help and support we are all going to 
need.  

Peace and Blessings, 

ZOOM CLASSROOMS

Teachers at Saint 

Michael's and Saint 

Cecilia's are using 

ZOOM to hold classes, 

check in with students, 

and even proctor 

tests.  The online 

conferencing software 

allows for teachers 

to continue doing 

what they do best, 

share education with 

students.  Recordings 

are available on 

our website in the 

Assignment Portal.

AT-HOME LEARNING & ASSIGNMENT PORTAL
On Monday, March 17th, STC and STM kicked off the HCS At-Home 

Learning Program.  Since, STC has transitioned from physical assignment 

pick up at the school and moved to using OneNote, PowerSchool 

Learning, and FlipGrid.  Although teachers are utilizing multiple 

platforms to best serve each class, all instruction is also included in one 

location - the Assignment Portal on the HCS website.  This password 

protected area includes a grade (for STM) and teacher-by-teacher 

(STC) listing which contains lesson plans for each class.  ZOOM and 

instructional videos for some classes are also available in the Portal.

Check it out at HastingsCatholicSchools.org/parents
for password or website help contact danielle-wagoner@cdolinc.net
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MAY CROWNING
Let us honor the Virgin Mary as the Queen of May.  Here's 

how you can join in on the procession.

SAINT MICHAEL'S STUDENTS

Instructions and materials for homemade flowers will be 

distributed at the April 27 assignment pick up.  Families 

are encouraged to bring their homemade flowers and place 

them in the vases at Mary ’s feet in the outdoor prayer 

garden.  Families are asked to video record their children 

placing their flowers and then submit their videos to the 

school by CLICKING HERE by 8:00PM on Sunday, May 3.  The 

final project will air on Facebook and be available on the 

Hastings Catholic Schools website the following week.

SAINT CECILIA STUDENTS

Friday, May 1 - 10:00AM - Facebook Live Event

Fr. Sughroue will lead a celebration via Facebook Live on 

the Hastings Catholic Schools Facebook page with the 

recording being available on HastingsCatholicSchools.

org following the live event.  Join us online to participate 

virtually!

SPRING EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
We are  cal led more now than ever  to  BE ONE even though we are  unable  to  be together.  

Spr ing is  t ypical ly  an excit ing t ime for  our  Hast ings  Cathol ic  S chools  fami ly  with  many highly 

ant ic ipated events.   We are  saddened that  we can' t  celebrate  together  but  are  attempting to  f i l l 

the void with socia l ly  responsible  ac t iv i t ies  and onl ine events.    S o  jo in  your  HCS fami ly  as  you 

are  able  for  the fol lowing ac t iv i t ies  and events.   #BEONE #AG2G

SENIOR eBREAKFAST
Wednesday, May 6 - 10:00AM - ZOOM Event
Senior Families - Cinnamon rolls, fruit and juice will be 

delivered to your doorstep the morning of the event.  Then 

at 10:00AM, join us on ZOOM (log in information to be 

emailed) for a virtual Senior Breakfast celebration from the 

comfort of your own home.  The order of the program will 

be supplied as the date nears.   

https://cdolinc-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/danielle-wagoner_cdolinc_net/Ep83HOTVCEhPkbEiwuHxElwBu9hvXtBUmjpQfwubnSO5qg?e=fySiDj
https://www.facebook.com/HastingsCatholicSchools/
http://HastingsCatholicSchools.org
http://HastingsCatholicSchools.org
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eHONORS: HIGH SCHOOL HONORS NIGHT
Wednesday, May 6 - 7:00PM - Facebook Watch Party
We are so incredibly proud of our students and are excited 

to bring you our Honors Night program via the Hastings 

Catholic Schools Facebook page.  Log on and watch with 

your HCS family this virtual ceremony including student 

highlights, award announcements and scholarship 

presentations.  The recorded event will also be available on 

the school website following May 6.

SENIOR (SOCIALLY DISTANCED) HOLY HOUR
Wednesday, May 6 - 8:30PM - Facebook Live Event
Join Fr. Sughroue and the Senior Class online for a live event 

including a special blessing for each senior and an hour of 

prayer from the STC parking lot.  (Students will remain in 

their own vehicles at all times).  Pray with us for the Class of 

2020 starting at 8:30PM.  Live viewing available on the HCS 

Facebook page.

HCS CRUISE-THRU
Thursday, May 7 - 12:30PM to 1:30PM
The HCS Faculty and Staff miss you all so much and want 

to say hello!  Join us over your lunch break to cruise by 

St. Michael's and St. Cecilia's and wave hello.  Drive-thru 

blessings will be offered to vehicles as they exit the Cruise 

route.  Specifics on the routes will be released soon.  We 

hope that you'll drive by to say hello at both locations then 

grab lunch with your family.  #weloveourstudents

CELEBRATING OUR SENIORS SUNDAY
Sunday, May 10 - 2:00PM - Facebook Watch Party
The traditional Graduation ceremony is tentatively planned 

for July.  In the meantime, we would like to honor our Class 

of 2020. The event will be hosted as a Facebook Watch Party 

and will include speakers, presentations, and of course 

videos and photos highlighting all of the extraordinary 

things that our Seniors have done throughout their time at 

Hastings Catholic Schools.  We hope that you plan to join 

us!  The video will also be available on the HCS website 

following the event.  #BEONE
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eAWARDS: 5th Grade
Tuesday, May 12 - 9:00AM - ZOOM Event
The 5th Grade Class will be honored during a virtual

event on May 12th. They have grown to be leaders at St.

Michael's and will be missed! Join us in celebration of

their time at STM and in excitement as they move on to the

next stage in their educational journey. It is our hope to

have another gathering in person at a later date. ZOOM

invitation information to follow.

eHONORS: MIDDLE SCHOOL HONORS NIGHT
Thursday, May 14 - 7:00PM - Facebook Watch Party
Our Middle Schoolers are to be commended on a year 

of both academic and personal growth.  We couldn't be 

more proud of their achievements!  This year's MS Honors 

Night will be streamed on the Hastings Catholic Schools 

Facebook page.  Log on and watch with your HCS family 

this virtual ceremony including student highlights, awards 

and recognitions.  The recorded event will also be available 

on the school website following May 14.

ePROMOTION: 8th Grade
Monday, May 18 - 7:00PM - Facebook Watch Party
As our 8th Graders wrap up their time in Middle School 

and move to their High School career, we would like to 

celebrate them with a special virtual ceremony.  The online 

event will take place on the HCS Facebook page and will 

include student features, achievements and awards.  Let us 

join together to celebrate this wonderful group of students 

as they journey on in their career at STC!  #BEONE

CLASS of 2020 BACCALAUREATE & 
TRADITIONAL GRADUATION
Postponed until July (tentative) 
Please note that plans are being made to host the 

traditional graduation ceremony along with the 

Baccalaureate Mass in July.  Keep in mind that as with all 

things during this time, this plan must remain fluid with 

certain aspects being out of our control.  Please know that 

we will do everything in our power to give our students 

their well-deserved ceremony.   #BEONE
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AT-HOME LEARNING
WE LOVE OUR STUDENTS
We are  so proud of  our  students !   O ver  the past  month they have 

completely  t ransit ioned f rom classroom learning to  tak ing on 

their  studies  at  home.   They have shown great  dedicat ion and 

charac ter  throughout  this  tough t ime.   We are  so blessed to  have 

so many wonder ful  HCS Family  members.  

Check out  our  shout- out  v ideos  f rom our  students  on Facebook , 

Twitter  and I nstagram.    #weloveourstudents

THANK YOU

These photos were 

submitted by our 

wonderful HCS families 

and were used during 

the eBLUE Facebook 

Watch Party event on 

March 28.  For more 

check out the HCS 

Facebook page.

Do you need need to talk?  Are you feeling anxious, stressed, worried 

or fearful? Email Fr. Sughroue at Fr.Adam-Sughroue@cdolinc.net or 

Mrs. Shaw at Lindsay-Shaw@cdolinc.net

HUGE SHOUT-OUT

As this transition has been 
difficult for everyone, especially 
our parents, we want to tell 
you how grateful we are for 
your role in the At-Home 
Learning Program.  With many 
parents juggling work from 
home, still heading out to work 
and managing childcare, you 
have continued to support 
your children in an even 
greater way throughout this 
unprecedented time.  Thank 
you for your support and help 
in continuing education.
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ST. CECILIA MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL HONOR ROLL
School Year 2019-2020  |  Third Quarter

HIGH HONOR ROLL

SENIORS:  
Makenna Asher

Isaac Benal
Jacob Brouillette
Alexander Burns

Leo Bykerk
Natalie Kissinger
Chloe McCauley
Carson Moritz
Kaylee Palmer
Tate Schmidt

Emma Schneider
Elaine Swanson
Victoria Thomas

Lisa Tran
Cindy Vo

Allison Vrooman

JUNIORS:  
George Arthur
Matthew Boyd

Cecelia Fanning
Katharine Hamburger

Allison Jacobi
Braden Lindauer
Abigail Schaefer

SOPHOMORES:  
Abigail Burns
Shaye Butler
Caden Cerny

Maximilian Clark
Emmanuel Consbruck

Samantha De Loera
Paul Fago

Magdalen Heckman
Kimberly Huynh

Adeline Kirkegaard
Bailey Kissinger
Kiersten Kober

Olivia Kvols
Luke Landgren

Garrett Parr
Jill Parr

Connor Pell
Hailey Reifert

Jackson Schaefer

Henry Schreiner
Erin Sheehy
Tracy Tran

Megan Vrooman
Jordan Whitlock

FRESHMEN:  
Cooper Butler

Hayden Demuth
Kyler Elley

Ammy Escamilla
Jammy Escamilla
Robert Hrnchir

Dakota Kassebaum
Jordan Kramer

Carson Kudlacek
Collin Kuzelka

Keegan Lindauer
Katrina Minglana
Monica Nguyen
Karol Redinger

Braden Rutt
Hannah Schneider

Etta Schreiner
Quinn Stewart
Allison Stritt

Isabelle Stroot
Rachel Theisen

Amy Tran
Joyce Wang

Aiden Weeks

EIGHTH GRADE:  
Lucia Bykerk
Emma Cerny

Matthias Clark
Graham Daly

Addison Demuth
Chase Evans

Lucy Fago
Braedyn French
Leah Hentzen
Abigail Lauder
Kyra Piranio

Clay Rasmussen
Ryann Sabatka
Emma Schultes

Thomas Thomas
Isaac VanSkiver
Andrew Wang

SEVENTH GRADE: 
 Josiah Benal

Brooke Bohlke
Benjamin Carey

Emily Greenquist
Lee Heckman
Samuel Hoops
Colten Javins
John Kryzsko
Isabella Kvols

Matthew Lauder
Abigail Musalek

Mina Nguyen
Briley Nienhueser

Lindsey Parr
Jonathan Pedroza

Jacob Schaefer
Brynn Weeks

SIXTH GRADE:  
Jaden Almond
Allyse Evans
William Fago

Emily Hentzen
Hannah Javins

Avery Kissinger
Catherine Lehn
Trevor Lindauer
Paisley Mangers
Audrey Rossow
Alexa Schneider

Rilla Sullivan
Jenna Tran
Tom Tran

Tobin Uerling
Kathryn VanSkiver

Emery Vargas

HONOR ROLL

SENIORS:  
Aaron Beck

Kaden Evans
Nicholaus Faber
Gunner Fischer

Samuel Hubbard
Paige Jacobi
Rocio Perez

Caden Rasser
Kaitlin Stewart
Molly Sullivan

JUNIORS:  
Carlos Bueno

Noah Daly
Mackenzie Demuth

Galilea Pedroza
Anthony Sabatka
Isaiah Swanson
Ashlyn Ziemba

SOPHOMORES:  
Ethan Bright

Terran McIntyre
John Starr

FRESHMEN:  
Peyton Hubbard

Josie Palmer
Grant Rossow

Chloe Valentine
Alayna Vargas

EIGHTH GRADE:  
Dawson Kissinger

Chloe Sullivan
McGivney Swanson

Kim Vuong
Braxton Wiles

SEVENTH GRADE: 
Grace Ganatra

Kevin Lian
Chloe Rossow

Anna Stritt
Jack Uridil

SIXTH GRADE:  
Thomas Bykerk
Andelka Cerny
Veronica Clark
Aiden Schieffer

Loren Uridil
Kyler Weidner

High Honor Roll – GPA for the current term is greater than or equal to 93%
Honor Roll – GPA for the current term is greater than or equal to 90% but less than 93%
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JUNIOR & SENIOR

C A R E E R  E X P LO R AT I O N
FEBRUARY 24 & 25,  2020

TOPIC     PROFESSIONAL
Accounting    Jeremy Evans
Animal Science   Matt Greenquist
Bob Sass Flowers   Dave and Amy Hamburger
Cardinal Tool and Die  Randy Kathman
Centennial Plastics   Pat Mertens
Central Community College Regina Somers
Chiropractic Medicine  Dr. Brian Fisk
Dentistry    Dr. Sean Daly
Engineering    Terry Arthur, Ryan Kavan
Firefighter, Paramedic  Troy Vorderstrasse
Hastings College   Lisa Markle
Hastings Ford Lincoln   Adam Primm
Hastings Utilities   Lee Vrooman
I AM Me Boutique   Amanda Hoffman
Law     Dan McMahon
Law Enforcement   Officer Keyle Alcorn
Local4 TV    Russ Batenhorst, 
     Alyssa Harrington, 
     Alan Uerling, Travis Klanecky

TOPIC     PROFESSIONAL
Marketing    Becky Tideman
Meteorology    Mike Moritz
Mortuary Science   John and Nicki Butler
Nebraska Aluminum Castings  Dick Freeling 
Pacha Soap    Justin Riese, Cody Jackson
Pharmacy    Tammy Burns, DPT
Physical Therapy and 
Sports Rehab   Chad Kudlacek and Ethan Stout
Pinnacle Bank   Scott Kvols
Speech Pathology   Michelle Schultes
State Wildlife 
Conservation Officer  Eric Javins
Thermo King    Todd Cerny

In late February, Juniors and Seniors explored a variety of careers 
available in the Hastings community.  A special thank you goes 
out to all of our professionals who shared their career passions 
with our students.  Insights offered during Career Exploration 
give our students a spring board into choosing their future path.
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FBLA, which stands for Future Business Leaders of America, has 47 

members who were active during the 2019-2020 school year.  The year 

began with a successful canned food drive for Catholic Social Services.  

On February 12, FBLA sponsored a Baby Toy/Diaper Jean Day.  The total 

collected was 9 packs of diapers, 6 toys, and $206 in cash donations.  

The cash was used to buy 8 more boxes of diapers.  This was all 

donated to Catholic Social Services. 

March brought the 2nd Annual FBLA Dodgeball Tournament. 11 teams 

competed, 10 student teams and 1 teacher team.  The teams had fun 

entertaining the crowd of the student-body.  The homeroom period 

was moved to the end of the day to allow the entire student-body to 

participate or watch.  

Throughout the school year, FBLA helps collect the paper recycling of 

the school.  Last school year over 3,500 pounds were collected, and 

we are on our way to reaching that number again.  FBLA has a goal of 

serving the school while teaching the members their role in the school 

community and the role that businesses can play in their communities.  

We strive to show the students what it looks like to be a leader in the 

business world as we learn new terms and serve in different capacities 

throughout the year. 

FBLA DODGEBALL PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Jacob Brouillette, FBLA President
This year we had 47 members.  We have been involved in diaper 

drives, canned food drives, a dodgeball tournament, and the paper 

recycling program.  The officers, myself as President, Alli Vrooman as 

Vice President and Anna Rodriguez as Secretary, were active in helping 

organize the events.  The advisor, Mr. Zach, led the activities of FBLA 

giving his knowledge of business throughout the year.

John Zach
St. Cecilia Yearbook Teacher, 

Business Teacher, Wrestling 

Coach & FLBA Sponsor

John-Zach@cdolinc.net

2019-20 YEARBOOK SALES
Yearbook order forms will be available soon.  We're excited 

to announce that the cost has gone down from $50 each to 

$35 this year.  Watch your inboxes for information on how to 

order this year's annual titled "It's Just What We Do."



What is high school speech?

High school speech is a Nebraska School Activities 

Association (NSAA) sponsored activity.   Students 

who participate in speech can choose from nine 

different events in which to compete. The events 

include the performance of published works, self-

composed speeches, individual, duet and small group 

performances. Students are afforded a wide range of 

options to develop and showcase their talents. 

When is the high school speech season?

The heart of the speech season 

runs from December through 

mid-March, however, speech 

meets can start as early as the 

fall. 

Is speech the same as debate?

No. Debate is a separate NSAA 

sponsored activity. 

What is my student going to 

gain from speech?

Students gain life-long 

skills associated with the 

preparation and performance of their chosen speech. 

Students will develop confidence speaking in front of 

a group, learn how to accept constructive criticism and 

learn time management skills through practice and 

performance. Students who participate in speech often 

develop the skills needed to be successful in school, and 

carry those skills into adulthood and society at large.  

Who can compete in high school speech?

Any student in grades 9-12 can participate in speech. 

All academic guidelines at STC must be met in order to 

compete.

Is speech an individual or team activity?

Speech is largely an individual sport. Seven events are 

designed for individual performances. Two events are 

for either duet or small group performances. However, 

speech is also a team sport. Team scores are often kept at 

meets. The most successful teams are able to field at least 

two different performers in each of the nine events.

My student is a freshman or has never competed in 

speech. Are there different levels of competition?

Yes. First time speech competitors can compete in the 

“novice” category. 

The novice category 

is designed for 

less experienced 

performers and offers 

an opportunity to gain 

confidence and have 

some competitive 

success early in the 

season. Returning 

speech students will 

compete in the “varsity” 

category, which 

represents the more 

experienced performers and is the most competitive. By 

the end of the season, novice performers will usually end 

up competing in the varsity category. 

Can a student participate in more than one event?

Yes. Students can compete in one or more events. 

Typically, students compete in two different events 

(sometimes three) and can also try different events over 

the course of the season. 

Do students win awards at speech meets?

Yes. Competitions are typically composed of two 

preliminary rounds in the morning and a final round in 

Learning L i fe -Long Sk i l l s  f rom 

HIGH SCHOOL SPEECH
Some FAQs answered.

It's a common mistake to 
think of speech as one thing. 
Walking into a speech meet 

is like walking into a library. 
Your experience completely 
depends on where you land.
-Becky Tideman, Parent
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the afternoon. The final round 

has at least six entries. Some 

meets offer two final rounds 

(Champions and Honors) which 

allow 12 entries. Regular season 

speech meets will award the top 

10 or 15 places. Conference and 

District Speech Meets award 

the top six performers in each 

category. 

How are competitors judged at 

meets?

Speech performances are 

typically judged by one judge 

during preliminary rounds 

and by two judges in the 

final round. Judges provide 

written feedback and ratings 

to the students after the meet 

conclude on all aspects of the 

performance. Students can use 

the judges’ comments as a basis 

for changes and to improve 

their speech performance. 

Students will only compete 

against six other competitors in 

each round. The scores received 

by all the competitors will be 

statistically analyzed at the end 

of the preliminary rounds to 

determine finalists. 

What type of competition will 

students encounter at the 

meets?

In 2020, Hastings St. Cecilia 

competed in Class C1. Speech 

meets are essentially “all-class” 

meets with students typically 

from Class D2 to Class B 

represented. Students compete 

against other students from all 

the schools regardless of class, 

therefore making the week-to-

week meets very competitive. 

Are there district and state 

competitions?

Districts are held in mid-

March and the State Speech 

Championships are held in 

late March at the University of 

Nebraska-Kearney. The top three 

performers in each category at 

Districts advanced to State. 

Why are speech competitions 

almost always on Saturday?

Speech often involves hundreds 

of students requiring the 

need for dozens of rooms for 

performances. The host school 

must either be out of school 

or host the meet on Saturday. 

Speech meets are “all-day” events, 

typically running from 8:00 am to 

5:00 pm.  

Are there speech camps or other 

competitions outside of the 

school season?

There are competitions in speech 

somewhere throughout most 

of the school year and during 

the summer at some county 

fairs, through 4-H and even the 

Nebraska State Fair. Camps are 

conducted in the area during the 

summer as well. 

Where can I find out more 
information about speech?
Contact Mike and Penny Moritz 
for more information at moritz.
mikeandpenny@gmail.com or 
nsaahome.org/speech

Persuasive
A persuasive speech is written to 

persuade or convince the listeners of 
the validity of the speaker's argument.

Entertainment
While it may implicitly inform or 
persuade, the primary purpose of a 
speech to entertain is to have the 

audience relax and enjoy the occasion.

Extemporaneous
The extemporaneous speech should 
not be regarded as a memory test 
of the material contained in any 

one magazine article, but rather as 
an original synthesis by the speaker 
of the current fact and opinion on 
the designated topic as presented by 

numerous sources.

Informative
An informative speech is one that 

informs and educates the audience. The 
purpose of the informative speech is to 
provide interesting, relevant, useful, and 
unique information to the audience so 
that they understand the main points 

regarding this subject.

Poetry
Poetry is writing which expresses 

ideas, experience, or emotion through 
the creative arrangement of words 

according to their sound, their rhythm, 
and their meaning.

Humorous & Serious Prose
The purpose of this contest is to 
encourage the student to find, 

understand, experience, and share a 
prose work through the art of oral 

reading.

Oral Interpretation of Drama (OID)
The purpose of Oral Interpretation of 
Drama is for at least three and no 

more than five students to interpret a 
play for an audience through the scene 

or scenes being presented.

Duet Acting
The purpose of Duet Acting is to have 
two actors exercise creativity and 

imagination in choosing an appropriate 
script of theatrical value, adapting 

the script to the situation and time 
limits, and presenting the memorized 

scene to a contest audience.



Dear Hastings Catholic Schools Family,

Saint Michael's Elementary feels so empty these days without students.  
However, there is a constant stream of teachers in and out of the building 
writing lessons, putting together packets, grading papers, hosting Zoom 
meetings, cleaning out student desks, and missing all of their students!  At 
STM we are blessed with a dedicated and flexible faculty who are doing 
their level best to continue to educate students from a distance.  Thank 
you to the faculty for adjusting to our new normal.

Parents and students also need to be thanked!  Families, on top of all the 
normal responsibilities, now are teaching and completing work with their 
children. Your dedication to your child’s education is so apparent every 
week at pickup and drop off.  Thank you for your commitment to further 
their learning while at home.  Please continue to keep asking questions 
and reaching out whenever you need help.  We are here and ready to 
help!  The last pick up of new assignments will be Monday, May 4th and 
the last drop off is Monday, May 11th anytime from 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.  
The gym doors will be unlocked that day.  We will have you return all the 
textbooks, library books, and assignments at that time.  Folders will go 
into the teachers’ boxes as usual. Any textbooks you will return to your 
family’s designated spot on the lunch tables.   Final report cards will be 
mailed out the week of May 18th. 

There are some changes in the faculty at STM for next year.  Mr. Steve 
Gleisburg our P.E. teacher has decided to return to administration.  Thank 
you Mr. G for your service at STM and best of luck at your new school. 
With that opening, Mr. Kober has decided to pick up his whistle again 
and head back to the gym leaving an opening in third grade.  Mrs. Jeana 
Carlson, who was a long-term substitute for 5th grade, will be the new 3rd 
grade teacher next year.  Mrs. Carlson and her family moved to Hastings 
less than a year ago from Kansas City, where she was teaching 3rd grade.  
She has 17 years of full-time classroom teaching experience.  We are 
excited to have Mrs. Carlson join the St. Michael’s faculty! 

In May we normally have May Crowning, Fifth Grade Awards & 
Promotion, and Field Day.  Two of these events will continue as planned, 
just virtually.  When families pick up packets on April 27th, you will 
have all the materials you need to make a tissue paper flower for Mary.  
There will be a vase at the feet of Mary in the St. Michaels prayer garden.  
Families are encouraged to video their children putting flowers at Mary’s 

Carrie Rasmusen
St. Michael’s Elementary 

School Principal

Carrie-Rasmussen@cdolinc.net
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A couple of weeks 

after shutdown, this 

beautiful work of art 

appeared at the St. 

Michael's doorstep.  

"Cast all your cares 

upon HIM.  He cares for 

you."  1 Peter 5:7

Thank you for this 

blessing of a reminder.   
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feet and upload the video.  (See the Spring Events and Activities article for the upload link.)  Any video 
submitted before May 3rd at 8:00 p.m. will be included.  Then, Father Hazuka will have a Facebook Live 
event on May 4th at 11:00 a.m. where he will do the official May Crowning Ceremony.  Please join us on 
the parish Facebook page for that event.

While it is difficult to not be together to send the 5th graders off, Mrs. Hultman and I will hold a Zoom 
class meeting for both 5th grade classes on Tuesday, May 12th at 9:00 a.m.  It is a tradition in 5th grade to 
get fun awards.  These awards will be presented during that Zoom meeting.

When it is safe to gather again, we hope toHH maybe have mass as a school and have the typical 5th 
grade promotion in the church.  Afterwards, teachers and students walk over to Chautauqua Park for 
field day, including our hotdog lunch!  It would be great way to get together and bring some closure to a 
very abnormal school year. Again, only time will tell.

The other wish is to hold Summer Scholastic Camp for students entering 2nd-5th grade.  This is very 
tentatively scheduled for the last two weeks in July and the first two weeks in August.  Again, we will just 
wait and see what the current guidelines are during those months.  Information will be sent via the STM 
parent email list if any of that can take place.

Finally, some positive news, Mrs. Bolton and her husband Chris welcomed a son, Logan, into the world 
on March 25th.  Logan has one older sister, Paige.  Mrs. Hegemann and her husband Cody welcomed 
Liam into the world on April 15th.  Liam has an older brother, Owen.  Both families are doing well!  
Congratulations!

Wishing your family a healthy and holy Easter Season!

Thank you to everyone who participated in the St. 

Michael's E-Book Fair! 50% of each order went back to the 

St. Michael's Library to help purchase new books. Over 

$500 came back to STM and we were able to add 40 NEW 

hard back books to our library! Thank you for your support!

STM eBOOK FAIR BENEFITS

Thank you to our St. Michael's faculty and 

staff who have made assignment pick up 

and drop off a well-oiled machine.  The end 

is in sight!  The final assignment pick up will 

be Monday, May 4.  

THANK YOU!



Hauli Sabatka
Executive Director of

 Foundation & Advancement

Hauli-Sabatka@cdolinc.net

This year’s theme of 
BE ONE incorporates 
a monthly emphasis. 
Our focus for the 
month of March was 
BE ONE | FAITH. 
Looking back at 
the month, I smile 
understanding how 
important that word 
was and continues to 
be for all of us. 

As you know, our 30th Anniversary of B.L.U.E. was 
scheduled for Saturday, March 28. The 2020 Chair 
Couples, Shane & Susie Kryzsko, Gary & Elizabeth 
Lehn, Frank & Kim Musalek, and Derek & Shanna 
Vargas and over 100 additional 
volunteers had put in so much 
time working to make this 30th 
Anniversary special. 

Faith played a key role, when we 
had the conversation with the 2020 
Chair Couples that our traditional 
B.L.U.E. was not going to be held, 
the creative ideas started to flow on how we could 
move B.L.U.E. online and eBLUE was created. 
We also are planning a special Hastings Catholic 
Schools Celebration this fall of 2020, when we are 
all able to be back together in fellowship and fun. 
This will be a casual gathering with food, drinks 
and additional auction items, music and fun! We 
will recognize and celebrate the past 30 year of 
B.L.U.E. and celebrate the new school year ahead. 
(More information will be coming out about this 
special fall gathering this summer.) 

To be honest, I have lost some sleep worrying 
about fundraising during this time. We have to 
be sensitive to what is going on in the world (and 

community) around us. I was also worried because 
B.L.U.E. is budgeted dollars for our school and how 
could we make up these budgeted dollars. 

“Let your roots grow down into Him, and let your 
lives be built on Him.” Colossians 2:7 This Bible 
verse was chosen by the B.L.U.E. Chair Couples 
during our very first meeting in the summer 
of 2019. Strong roots in the Lord, build strong 
families and strong families hold together to get 
through the hard times in life. 

As we talked about eBLUE moving online and 
the need to reach our goal, our families and our 
community listened and stepped up. Our Hastings 
Catholic Schools Family has to be the strongest 
families I have seen. Our Hastings community 

business sponsors donated their 
table donations back to the 
school. Families called to see how 
they could help. More donations 
arrived and additional tickets were 
purchased and donated to the 
school. 

The night of eBLUE we had the 
largest turnout of Qtego bidders that 

we have ever had registered. We had alumni and 
friends watching online from all over Hastings, all 
over Nebraska and many other states!  The online 
auction bids kept going higher and higher! We 
had changed our special ask to support making 
our B.L.U.E. budget with a goal of $20,000. When 
Qtego closed, we had over $30,000 in donations for 
the special ask. 

Faith. Faith in the Lord. He is so good to us, 
especially in times of need and uncertainty. 

eBLUE continued on next page...

“Let your roots grow 

down into Him, and 

let your lives be built 

on Him.” Colossians 

2:7
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...eBLUE continued

We are so blessed by our Hastings Catholic 
Schools Community and the Community 
of Hastings. 

We send our most sincere thanks the 
deepest of God’s blessings to you all!

We will be back next spring for B.L.U.E. 
2021, under the organization of B.L.U.E. 
2021 Chairs: Todd & Julie Cerny, Rob & 
Patricia Hrnchir, Ryan & Carrie Sullivan 
and Ryan & Kristi Weeks. 

*On a side note, in celebration of the 
30th year of B.L.U.E., it is important to 
recognize the vision and leadership of 
those families, under the direction of Msgr. 
John McCabe who stepped up in 1990 to 
establish B.L.U.E. and worked to chair that 
first event in the spring of 1991. We give 
our sincere thanks to the 1991 founders 
of B.L.U.E.: Dr. Donovan & Kathy Foote, 
Dr. Bill & Cookie Hervert, Les & Phyllis 
Lawless and Ed & Jean Petr. For 30 years, 
the B.L.U.E. tradition has continued 
with 79 Chair Couples and thousands of 
volunteers who have dedicated their time, 
talents and treasures back to our students 
and our school. We are so grateful! 

2020 BLUE Chairs: Derek & Shanna Vargas, Frank & Kim Musalek, 
Gary & Liz Lehn, and Shane & Susie Kryzsko

Shandra was our 2020 Vehicle Raffle Winner.  She won a $40,000 
credit towards any vehicle from a Tom Dinsdale dealership.  Shan-
dra picked out this beauty!  Congratulations!  Thank you to all who 

supported our raffles!

CONGRATULATIONS SHANDRA FARMER ‘16!

CONGRATULATIONS 
CASH RAFFLE 
WINNERS!

 $2,500 Cash Raffle
Cory Jones

$500 Cash Raffle
Ryan Rutt

Special thanks to Tom 
Dinsdale for sponsoring 
our Vehicle Raffle again!
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STRATEGIC PLAN
We are wel l  into our  Strategic  Planning 

process  and are  honored to  have so many 

pass ionate HCS Family  members  involved in 

developing the road map for  the nex t  f ive 

years !   On March 4 ,  the Leadership Team 

met  to  f inal ize  Pi l lars ,  or  areas  of  focus.  

On March 11 those Pi l lars  were announced 

and Pi l lar  Teams were formed.   S ince then, 

Pi l lar  Teams have been meet ing regular ly  

(most ly  v ia  ZOOM these days)  and are 

current ly  submitt ing f i rst  draf ts  of  their 

Pi l lar  Projec t  Task  l i s ts .   On Apr i l  29  these 

Projec t  L ists  wi l l  be  presented to  Pi l lar 

representat ives.   Fol lowing that  meet ing, 

a  Vi r tual  Open Forum wi l l  be  held.   P lease 

see log- in  information on the nex t  page.  

We hope that  you wi l l  jo in  us  for  the Vir tual 

Open Form star t ing at  8 :00PM on Apr i l  29 .

Pi l lar  descr ipt ions  are  included here.   Take 

a  look at  the excit ing areas  of  focus  for  the 

2020-25 Strategic  Plan!

Catholic Identity & Culture

Faith & Culture - Service to others is an essential dimension 
of the spiritual and moral development of each person and 
the basis of our Catholic culture.  Therefore, we will actively 
engage ourselves to serve those within and beyond the 
school community for the betterment of our community 
-building a culture of mutual support, respect for others and a 

commitment to serving others before ourselves.

Students - Research dynamic student retreat programs, 
mission trips and service activities then review the current 
student faith life programs with consideration given to 

creating new and engaging service and outreach programs.

Faculty & Staff - Develop and share expectations of all faculty 
and staff regarding their role in faith formation activities, as 
leaders, models of living a Catholic life, and faith-sharing with 
their peers and provide direction for faculty and staff to serve 
as models and witnesses to their faith through opportunities 
for faith sharing, leadership roles in worship, prayer, service, 

and staff retreats.

Parents & Families - Continue to actively communicate an 
invitation and expectation that parents are the primary leaders 
in the faith formation of their children and must participate in 

the life of their school and parish.

Campus Ministry – Enhance the outreach by the Campus 
Ministry Department to continue to develop the faith life of 
our students, families, faculty and community members.
Parishes - Explore ways to strengthen the connection and 
relationship between Hastings Catholic Schools and the 
supporting parishes, developing a culture of gratitude, mutual 

support and service to each other.

Alumni & Recent Graduates – Research and implement 
methods to support and continue relationships with alumni 
and recent graduates to strengthen their faith and to 

encourage them in their life’s journey.

OPEN FORUM DATES

April 29, 2020 @ 8:00PM
Virtual Zoom Meeting
Click Here to Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 941 9751 1195 
Password: 029896

May 13, 2020 @ 8:00PM
Meeting details to be announced 
at a later date

Questions?  Contact Strategic Plan Coordinator 
Eva Fujan at eva-fujan@cdolinc.net 

https://zoom.us/j/94197511195?pwd=MUVYM3BrYll0UHdSVlJicFlYODgzQT09
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Academic Rigor

Comprehensive Curriculum – Develop a 
comprehensive and aligned curriculum that 
ensures achievement of academic goals in all 

grade levels.

Academic Outcomes - Have each academic 
department identify the classroom outcomes 
and activities in each grade or course that 
will allow the students to successfully achieve 
individual goals, and publish the curriculum 
plan to the website.

Technology in the Schools - Technology 
will support students and staff in the 
administrative functions and instructional 
goals of Hastings Catholic Schools by creating 
a committee composed of HCS technology 
staff, administrator(s), faculty and parent/
community members with technology 
expertise to work on developing a technology 
plan in collaboration with diocesan leadership.  

Faculty & Staff - Emphasize the school’s 
mission in the hiring process for teachers, staff, 
coaches and moderators, including volunteers 
and create and implement a formation and 
professional development program to ensure 
the school’s academic and spiritual mission.

Student Engagement & Activities

Focus on the Individual – Hastings 
Catholic Schools seek to serve and 
celebrate a student body that is diverse 
(economically, culturally, academically, 
etc.) and represents the ever-changing 
cultural landscape, therefore we must 
focus on developing the whole child, 
as an individual, who is a unique child 
of God.

Student Engagement – Ensure that 
each student has the opportunity to 
be known as a unique child of God, to 

participate fully in academic pursuits, 
co-curricular activities, performing 
arts, athletics, and spiritual activities, 
where they are valued and supported 
by peers and staff.

Student Activities - Hastings Catholic 
Schools’ student activities and athletics 
will enhance and reflect the school’s 
Catholic identity, develop leadership 
skills, market a positive image within 
the school and to the community, 
to build student engagement and 
increase school spirit.

Development & Communications

Development - A comprehensive, 
multi-year development plan will 
provide direction for Hastings 
Catholic Schools’ funding, marketing 
and development efforts with a 
focus on alumni, benefactor and 
community relationships, focused 
on leveraging social media, frequent 
communications and personal 
meetings.

Marketing Materials – Continue to 
create branded marketing materials 
and electronic messaging for use in 
development, communications and 
enrollment activities.

Communications - Review and 
develop the communications and 
marketing plan, identify target 
markets, procedures for data 
collection and annual goals for 
reaching out to different constituents, 
including parents, alumni, past 
parents, supporters, benefactors and 
students.

Enrollment - Continue to Increase 
Pre-K and Kindergarten enrollment 
to 45-50 children each year, by 
developing and implementing specific 
recruitment, admissions and retention 
activities to attract and retain students 

who of all nationalities and faiths.

Finance & Facilities

Budgets & Reporting - Annual 

operating budgets will be balanced, 

using the financial projection process 

and assumptions with annual budget 

planning and good stewardship.

Transparency -Develop an annual 

report to maintain communication and 

accountability with all school, 

parish and community constituencies 

on the benefits and effectiveness of 

the school and assure them Hastings 

Catholic Schools is a good steward of 

their support.

Endowment - The endowment will 

be increased to $10 million by 2025 

by designating a specific percentage 

of major fundraising efforts to the 

endowment and by educating donors 

on the benefits of estate planning and 

planned giving.

 Facilities – Develop a facilities master 

plan to guide facility development for 

the future and set the direction for 

new or expanded needs and develop 

a develop a multi-year facilities master 

plan.

Capital Campaign - Develop criteria to 

determine priority levels as part of the 

capital needs assessment and facilities 

master plan. 



4/1/2020 Tim Torczon   $30.00

4/2/2020 Diane Mitchell  $30.00

4/3/2020 Terry Thompson  $75.00

4/4/2020 Neil and Peggy Beck  $30.00

4/5/2020 Dale and Jerelyn Musgrave $30.00

4/6/2020 Frank and Kim Musalek $30.00

4/7/2020 Charlene Petr   $30.00

4/8/2020 Mary Ostrander  $30.00

4/9/2020 Makenna Psota  $30.00

4/10/2020 Larry Knebel   $75.00

4/11/2020 Riley Karam   $30.00

4/12/2020 Mindy Schmidt  $1,000.00

4/13/2020 Sue Colgan   $30.00

4/14/2020 Oscar Lopez   $30.00

4/15/2020 Julie Maher   $30.00

4/16/2020 Caitlynn Parr   $30.00

4/17/2020 Mark Runyan   $75.00

4/18/2020 Sean Daly   $30.00

4/19/2020 Andrea Clark   $30.00

4/20/2020 Tim Nathan   $30.00

4/21/2020 Chase and Collin Batterman $30.00

4/22/2020 Marie Paulsen   $30.00

4/23/2020 Mike Furman    $30.00

4/24/2020 Kelly Whitney   $75.00

4/25/2020 Wahlmeier Family  $30.00

4/26/2020 June Wahl   $30.00

4/27/2020 Brian Moorhead  $30.00

4/28/2020 Linda Link   $30.00

4/29/2020 Duane Childs   $30.00

4/30/2020 Olivia and Kinley Borer $30.00

5/1/2020 Patty Bassett   $75.00

5/2/2020 Christian Hyatt  $30.00

5/3/2020 Mike Boyd   $30.00

5/4/2020 Ken and Shannon Ostdiek $30.00

5/5/2020 Bernie and Sally Trausch $30.00

5/6/2020 Patrick Sheehy  $30.00

5/7/2020 Duane Childs   $30.00

5/8/2020 James Fox   $75.00

5/9/2020 Kelly Johnson   $30.00

5/10/2020 Tami Jacobsen  $300.00

5/11/2020 Chad Engro   $30.00

5/12/2020 Steve & Mary Parr  $30.00

5/13/2020 Carrie Feeney   $30.00

5/14/2020 Amy Marshall   $30.00

5/15/2020 Patricia Seizys  $75.00

5/16/2020 Mary Ann Erlbacher  $30.00

5/17/2020 Larry Knebel   $30.00

5/18/2020 Walter and Katherine Eley $30.00

5/19/2020 Sam Axford   $30.00

5/20/2020 Pat Mertens   $30.00

5/21/2020 Mr. & Mrs. Jim  Neugebaur $30.00

5/22/2020 Sandy Payne   $75.00

5/23/2020 Megan Schriner  $30.00

5/24/2020 Dan & Brandi Herold  $30.00

5/25/2020 Mary Ann Sinsel  $150.00

5/26/2020 Drew Willett   $30.00

5/27/2020 Denise Erlbacher  $30.00

5/28/2020 Shelly Hartford  $30.00

5/29/2020 Rita Neilson   $75.00

5/30/2020 Monte McIntyre  $30.00

5/31/2020 Frank and Kim Musalek $30.00

2020 DAILY CALENDAR DRAWING WINNERS
Thank you for supporting activities through the Hastings Catholic Schools Activities Association!  

April and May winners are listed below.  Winners will receive checks by mail.  
Please allow up to three weeks for your check to arrive.  Please cash checks within 90 days.

WANT to DONATE BACK to the SCHOOL?  
Please cash your winnings and submit a separate check to HCS Foundation.
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eAWARDS: 
5th Grade

9:00am 
ZOOM Event
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NOW ENROLLING

Registration is now open!  
Learn more at HastingsCatholicSchools.org/Welcome

Register today at HastingsCatholicSchools.org/Register


